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No community should ever be forced 

to experience the grief and trauma that 
my constituents are now confronting. 
It is more urgent than ever that we 
take meaningful action to reduce the 
toll of widespread gun violence. The 
time is now. 

f 

RECERTIFY IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about the significance of the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action re-
garding Iran, more commonly referred 
to as the Iran nuclear agreement. 

I have always been a vocal advocate 
for tough sanctions on Iran. While I 
was a member of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, in 2010, I was a mem-
ber of the conference committee which 
drafted the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment 
Act. These sanctions, in 2010 and subse-
quently, did make a difference. 

Unfortunately, Iran continues to sup-
port terrorist organizations, and its 
record on human rights is well known. 
But we should not withhold certifi-
cation of the Iran nuclear agreement 
without credible evidence that Iran is 
not complying. Let’s remember, this 
agreement has always been about Iran, 
not obtaining nuclear weapons. 

Doing so would strip the United 
States of our credibility in future 
international agreements not just with 
Iran, but with our allies as well. 

In addition to Iran, we negotiated the 
Iran nuclear agreement with the 
United Kingdom, Germany, European 
Union, China, and Russia, and we must 
keep our word. In other words, to re-
main credible, the United States can-
not change positions on international 
agreements from one administration to 
another without serious justification 
and without the consent in working 
with our allies. 

Especially now, as we are facing an 
increasing threat with North Korea, we 
must work with our allies and, to-
gether, make a safer world through a 
comprehensive strategy that involves 
diplomacy, sanctions, and, yes, deter-
rence, if we must use such force. We 
have methods for addressing Iran’s 
nonnuclear behavior besides refusing to 
recertify the agreement, and I will con-
tinue to advocate for the use of these 
tools to take a strong stance against 
Iran for their support of terrorist state 
activities and their abuse of human 
rights. 

But refusing to recertify the Iran nu-
clear agreement, without clear evi-
dence that Iran has breached the agree-
ment, will deeply damage our relation-
ships with our allies, and it will weak-
en our credibility worldwide. 

COMMEMORATING HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, today, I 

rise to commemorate Hispanic Herit-
age Month, which is from September 15 
to October 15 every year. 

This month we honor and celebrate 
the history, culture, achievements, and 

contributions of Hispanic leaders in 
communities throughout our great 
country. From serving in our Armed 
Forces, to starting businesses that fur-
ther develop our economy and provide 
employment for Americans, Hispanics 
have contributed great advancements 
in science, medicine, literature, and 
education. The Hispanic community 
and its people have been critical in 
shaping our Nation and the valley that 
I have the honor to represent. 

For example, in my home State of 
California alone, there are over 815,000 
Hispanic- or Latino-owned companies, 
which, together, generate over $98.9 bil-
lion in general receipts in our econ-
omy. In Fresno, Merced, and Madera 
counties, which I represent, there are 
nearly 27,000 Hispanic- or Latino-owned 
companies, which, together, generated, 
last year, over $2 billion, $700 million 
in our economy. 

The story of our Hispanic friends, 
neighbors, and loved ones is the story 
of the American Dream, as they have 
the same hope and aspiration that all 
Americans have: to make a better life 
for themselves and their families 
through hard work, access to a better 
education, and equal treatment under 
the law. 

Let us remember, after all, we are a 
nation of immigrants past and present. 

For over 250 years, since the forma-
tion of the United States, immigrants 
have come from all over the world to 
America to have a better life for them-
selves and, in turn, have made us the 
greatest country in the world. 

During Hispanic Heritage Month, I 
am honored to celebrate the commu-
nity whose determination and achieve-
ments are an integral part of not only 
our Nation, but the San Joaquin Valley 
that I have the honor to represent. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR NFL FOOTBALL 
PLAYERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise and stand in the well of the 
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica. I am always honored that I have 
this opportunity, and I see it as a pre-
eminent privilege to be able to stand in 
the well of the Congress of the United 
States of America. 

I love my country. I have said it 
many times right here at this podium. 
I salute the flag, Mr. Speaker. I say the 
Pledge of Allegiance. I sing the na-
tional anthem. I love my country. 

And because I love my country, I can 
stand here in the well of the House of 
the United States of America and an-
nounce that I support the NFL men, 
who are professional football players. I 
can say I support them because I be-
lieve in what the flag stands for: lib-
erty and justice for all. I believe in 
this. And if there is to be liberty and 
justice for all, the cause that they are 
part of has to be called to the attention 
of the American public. I support the 
NFL players, Mr. Speaker. 

To those who say that ‘‘they are so 
lucky, they are making millions, why 
don’t they just play football, they 
ought to be happy,’’ first, let me com-
ment in this way: They are earning 
millions. Their bodies are being torn 
apart, in many cases. They are earning 
millions. They get concussions. They 
are earning millions. They suffer after 
they leave football. They are earning 
millions. And they are also earning 
pain as they play a game that amuses 
many. 

So those who say they are making 
plenty of money and they ought to just 
go away, I contend that they are not 
doing it for the money. They are doing 
it because they understand injustice 
anywhere is still a threat to justice ev-
erywhere, as Dr. King put it. They 
want to eliminate the injustice that 
they see, and, in so doing, they have 
decided to take a knee. 

I salute the flag. I support my coun-
try. I love my country. And I respect 
what they are doing in the form of 
peaceful protest to bring about change 
that ought to have been brought about 
decades or centuries ago; should have 
been, but has not been. Yes, we have 
come a long way, but we sure have a 
long way to go. 

Now, to those who say ‘‘they have 
earned millions, why aren’t they 
happy,’’ well, it is not hush money. 

Is that what you are saying, that 
when they get paid, that is hush money 
that says that they don’t have freedom 
of speech? Does that check negate their 
freedom of speech? 

I think not. Freedom of speech is 
something that you cherish, whether 
you live in a mansion or you live under 
a bridge. Freedom of speech belongs to 
you. It doesn’t matter your station in 
life. It doesn’t matter your ethnicity. 
It doesn’t matter your religiosity. 
Freedom of speech belongs to you be-
cause you are a child of God and you 
live in the greatest country in the 
world. 

So I stand in support of the NFL 
players. I want them to continue. I 
want them to stand their ground. I 
want this movement to continue. And I 
want those who were thwarted to know 
that you are trying to thwart injustice. 
When you try to change the subject 
and make it about something that it is 
not, you are trying to thwart injustice. 
Even if you don’t do it with 
intentionality, that is the reality. 

We cannot allow injustice to con-
tinue. And I thank God that there are 
those who are making millions, those 
who are having their bodies abused, 
who are willing to take a stand by tak-
ing a knee against injustice, and they 
still respect this country and its flag 
and this anthem. 

If there is one among them who has 
other thoughts, then I don’t support 
that. I support those who have a right-
eous cause and who are respectful of 
the country, who can love the flag and 
still protest. I support that. 
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I am an American. I was born in the 

United States of America. I am a patri-
otic American. I believe in this coun-
try. And if you believe in it, you ought 
to allow peaceful protest to continue, 
because John F. Kennedy was right 
when he was paraphrased by Dr. King: 

Those who make peaceful protest impos-
sible will make other forms of protest inevi-
table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Molly Fraser, Gig Harbor 
United Methodist Church, Gig Harbor, 
Washington, offered the following 
prayer: 

God of many names, we give thanks 
for the opportunity to serve. Remind 
us that we are servants of our country, 
our people, and the land. Let us not 
forget all the blessings You have given 
us so that we might use our power and 
influence to help order the country in 
ways that allow each and every person 
to find life and liberty and to pursue 
happiness. 

We come, perhaps, already weary 
from an onslaught of emails, texts, 
tweets, phone calls, and meetings 
where people make demands on how we 
vote and assumptions about every deci-
sion that we put forward. Help us, O 
God, to do the right thing, not just for 
a few, but for the many. Help us work 
together diligently so we might see the 
fruit of our effort grow into good 
throughout our country, which can 
serve to make this world more livable 
for all. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. BABIN) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. BABIN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND MOLLY 
FRASER 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
KILMER) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I am so 

honored to welcome Pastor Molly Fra-
ser from Gig Harbor United Methodist 
Church, my home church. 

Our church isn’t the biggest church, 
it isn’t the oldest church, but it has 
left a large impact throughout Gig 
Harbor because it makes clear that all 
are welcome. Whether you are in pain 
and need somewhere to go or you are 
looking for fellowship, there is a wel-
come mat for you. 

It makes clear to regular attendees 
and to newcomers that it is a place of 
open hearts, open minds, and open 
doors. It is a place that is committed 
to supporting the needs of those most 
in need throughout our community and 
around the world. It is a place to ask 
tough questions and to celebrate our 
faith. 

Finally, it is a place that benefits 
from the tremendous leadership of Pas-
tor Molly, who, during her brief tenure 
with the church, has brought incredible 
energy and heart and musical talent. 

She is here in our Nation’s capital 
today with her family. It is my honor 
to welcome them and, in spirit, the en-
tire congregation of Gig Harbor United 
Methodist Church. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1- 
minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, today, 
I would like to recognize the Army Na-
tional Guard’s 236th Engineering Com-
pany. Located in Stephenville, Texas, 
they were the first on the ground in 
Houston to assist with Hurricane Har-
vey relief efforts on August 27. Over 
the course of a week, they rescued ap-
proximately 2,300 civilians and 380 ani-
mals from flooded areas. 

Mr. Speaker, these men and women 
who serve our country are true heroes, 
and I am honored to represent them in 
the 25th Congressional District of 
Texas. I had the opportunity to meet 
with these soldiers a few weeks ago and 
personally shake their hands to thank 
them for a job well done. 

They stepped up in a moment of ab-
solute crisis and when the people of 
Texas needed them most. They put 
their lives on the line in order to save 

others. Without them, the number of 
deaths could have been significantly 
higher. 

It is because of selfless people like 
these that America is able to remain 
the strongest country in the world. The 
Lone Star State cannot thank them 
enough for their swift and noble ac-
tions, and we will always remember 
their heroism. 

Hurricane Harvey victims are still 
recovering, and all of America is be-
hind them. We will rebuild together be-
cause we are all Texas strong. 

God bless Texas, God bless the mili-
tary, and God bless the United States 
of America. 

In God we trust. 
f 

HONORING JAHEIR MOORE FOR 
SERVICE TO HIS COMMUNITY 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Jaheir Moore, a seventh 
grade student from Jersey City, New 
Jersey, for his service to people in 
need. 

This young man from my district 
takes the time nearly every day to cro-
chet hats, scarves, blankets, and other 
items for people in homeless shelters 
and newborn babies in intensive care 
units. Over the past couple of years, he 
has donated dozens of bags full of his 
creations to make life a little better 
for others. 

Jaheir is a straight A student who 
wants to become a fashion designer. In 
February, he was a guest on the 
‘‘Rachael Ray Show.’’ A week later, 
Jaheir had his first runway show in 
Jersey City. In April, I presented him 
with a Certificate of Special Congres-
sional Recognition for his charity 
work. 

Mr. Speaker, Jaheir Moore’s unself-
ish acts of kindness for people in need 
shows that our country’s future is a 
bright one. 

f 

ALLEN COUNTY RIGHT TO LIFE 

(Mr. BANKS of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
on Monday night, I had the privilege of 
attending the Allen County Right to 
Life’s 20th annual Uniting Our City for 
Life Banquet. 

The event was a wonderful time with 
fellow Hoosiers who share a common 
concern for the sanctity of innocent 
human life, from the moment of con-
ception to the moment of natural 
death. It also was a celebration of the 
fact that our culture increasingly is 
recognizing the value of human life. 

A poll released last year found that a 
majority of young Americans support 
increasing restrictions that protect the 
unborn. Another recent poll found that 
61 percent of Americans oppose using 
tax dollars to fund abortions. This 
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